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Weak and Strong Sustainability (continued)

Strong Sustainability

. Motivated by claims of
. unigueness
. non-substitutability in consumption - non-fungibility in value
. non-substitutability in production

. Comes in many degrees of strength

A fairly representative Strong Sustainability prescription:

. Replace extracted exhaustible resources (e.g. replace fossil fuels with
renewable energy) in value terms

. For renewable resources, replacement in kind — cut a tree, plant a tree

. For critical natural resources, no net loss

. Some renditions focus SS accounting at the most local level —cut a
tree here, plant a tree here

. Ecologically-informed SS concepts focus on particular natural

resources, but emphasize resilience rather locking some snapshot
ecosystem in place



ll. Sustainability at What Scale?

» Weak Sustainability

. Finds virtue in factor mobility and utility in getting the prices right

. Tolerates depletion of some resources so long as the rents are
reinvested

. Scale is implicitly global — offers little assurance for regions and

communities facing decline resulting from factor mobility in response
to “the right prices”

« Strong Sustainability
. At a national level, would tolerate decline of some regions and
economic sectors — even replacement in kind does not necessarily
require replacement in place
. But there is also a tradition of local strong sustainability



lii. What about Sustainable Communities?

 Weak Sustainability
. Sustainable communities is not an explicit issue

» Strong Sustainability — there seem to be 2 quite different concepts of
sustainable communities
. Communities organized to achieve some degree of strong
sustainability at the local level
. “Think globally, act locally”
. Communities that are themselves sustained in place, providing an
acceptable quality of life into the indefinite future
. Perhaps a certain population, wealth, economic base, etc. must be
maintained indefinitely
. Perhaps higher levels of government have an obligation to provide
at least a safety-net of economic viability and essential services,
even for declining communities
. The concept of sustaining communities has little relationship to the
Weak Sustainability — Strong Sustainability discussion
. Sustaining economic sectors or industries in place has similar
motivations and similar problems



Note: this is the first



















